Cherry Garden
October 2021 Newsletter

Welcome to the first newsletter of the new school year and my first newsletter as Headteacher of the
amazing Cherry Garden School. Here is a portrait of me that was drawn by Lola (Parrot Class) when I came
for my Headteacher interview back in March 21. It is a true likeness, so make sure you look out for me!

I have already had the pleasure in meeting or speaking to many of you, and for those that I have not had a
chance to meet, I look forward to doing this in the coming weeks. I was hoping to meet you at the planned
Teddy Bears Picnic, but unfortunately these had to be postponed. These will be arranged very soon so
have your bears ready!
It has been a very busy first half term. Pupils have settled back exceptionally well and have been having
lots of fun engaging in creative learning throughout the day. Please take a look at our social media sites to
see what the pupils have been busy learning about:
https://twitter.com/CherryGdnSchool; Instagram: @cherrygardensch

We have had a number of new pupils also join Cherry from September, welcome to them all and their
families.

As you will be aware COVID-19 restrictions and guidance are under constant review. As a school we
adhere to all guidance and are continuing to do everything we can to minimise risks to our school and
wider community. Our updated school risk assessment is on our website and if you have any questions
or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. If any child or develops one of the three main
symptoms of COVID-19 (high temperature, a cough or loss of taste and smell) it is essential that you do
not send your child in to school (or collect them as soon as possible if it develops whilst at school) and
adhere to all guidance. If your child has to self-isolate and is well enough, please do request home
learning which will be tailored to meet your child’s needs. I fully appreciate that children develop coughs
and colds this time of year, however we must adhere to guidance and rule out COVID-19 before
returning. Please note this is also the same for all staff. Thank you for working together to minimise
risks to our school and wider community.

HALF TERM: Monday 25th - Friday 29th October 2021
PUPILS RETURN

Monday 1 November 2021

LAST DAY OF TERM

Friday 17 December 2021

INSET DAY

Monday 22nd November 2021

Parent governor role
Would you like to be part of decision making that could make a difference to all children at Cherry Garden?
Would you like to play a more strategic role in the direction Cherry Garden School takes in the future?
If the answer is yes, we currently have one parent Governor Vacancy and are keen to recruit to this position.
If you are interested, please email the school at headteacher@cherrygardenschool.co.uk

Welcome to new staff and pupils !
Harriet, Eliana, Fiona, Beth, Vernessa, Lucy, Brian, Madison, Nahum, Rayyan, Isabella, Charlotte, Rion,
William, Lochlan, Imuentinyanosa, Eliza, Lara, Savannah, Alice, Archie, Emily, Carlos, Harrison, Harry, Liam

General reminders: Please make sure that you are sending in copies of medical appointments to
admin@cherrygardenschool.co.uk
I hope you all have a lovely half term break.
Best Wishes

Kelly
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CHERRY PARENT & CARER
SUPPORT NEWSLETTER

CONTACT DETAILS
Parent Support Advisor
- Lianna:
lfilbey@cherrygardenschool.co.uk

HELLO!
Hello and welcome to families new and old
starting a fresh new school year at Cherry!
Please remember that you are very welcome in
school (Covid restrictions allowing at the moment
of course!) and that if you need any help, advice
or support with anything you can contact me at
school and make an appointment for either an inperson meeting or a virtual one!

SWAP SHOP
Our school swap shop is
packed full of pre-loved
uniform and clothing waiting
for a new home. We also
have quite a few lovely thick
winter coats and shoes and
trainers in excellent condition,
so do pop in to have a look!

CONTACT WEBSITE
Check out Contact, for families with disabled children. It has lots of great advice
and support, on anything from benefits to specific conditions, and also runs a great
listening ear phone service for parents & carers who want a space to talk. There
are also lots of free workshops and events organised by them - click here to take a
look!

WHATS ON AT HALF TERM
Free gym and swim

All Southwark residents are entitled to
free gym and swimming pool use at
certain times - click here for more
information and specific disability swim
times at local pools in the borough.

Check out the Science Museum
website and book free tickets online.
They have two really great, free,
hands-on exhibitions - the Pattern Pod
and The Garden, which would both be
excellent for our pupils to explore!

fun

at
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local

library

The Science Museum

Halloween

Events

Castle

Square

There is a free Spooktacular Family
day in Elephant and Castle on the 30th
full of food, music and spooky crafts
and stories for the whole family.

Chillier weather means this half term is
the perfect time to check out your local
library and borrow some books to share
at home with your child. Click here for
details on specific events including
music, storytelling and craft activities
held as part of Black History Month
celebrations.
CHECK OUT THIS
APP FULL OF FUN
IDEAS FOR
THINGS TO DO
AS A FAMILY IN
SOUTHWARK
(YOU DON'T
NEED TO BE FIVE
TO JOIN IN!)
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CHERRY GARDEN SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER
HELLO!
I am not quite sure where this term has gone, it seems to have flown
by. As I reflect back I have seen so many amazing achievements from
our pupils and it is great to hear the progress the pupils are also
making at home. The staff have been extra creative in their planning
this term which has resulted in great learning opportunities, both inside
and outside the classroom.
Although there has been limited opportunities to come into school this
term due to Covid, I hope you have been able to keep updated via our
social media pages:
twitter: @cherrygdnschool
instagram: @cherrygardensch

Kelly Hawker
Headteacher
Don't forget! Tuesday 4th january is an INSET day - we look
forward to welcoming all children back on Wednesday 5th
January!
Wishing everyone a peaceful holiday time and a very happy new
year!!

ACHIEVEMENTS
As a staff team we spent time this week highlighting and
celebrating pupils achievements. Each pupil is on their own
unique journey and we recognize them reaching their individual
next steps.
Some of the exceptional progress this term is:
Walking up & down steps independently after just one term
Using more words
Being more independent
Consistently transitioning to/from school, using visual
timetables
Using a switch to indicate “more”
Using Makaton signs
Reaching out for objects
Consistently wearing their glasses
Using their walkers independently
Using their communications books
Holding their spoons
Learning different languages
Using communication skills in the community
Attending school full time for a whole day
For using EyeGaze consistently

Well done to all our pupils, they are all superstars!

FAMILY SUPPORT
Autism Support Team
Southwark

Swap Shop
Check out the Autism Support
pages on the local offer website
here. We are excited to be working
more closely with the famous Mr. B
from Sunshine House & their team
on some parent coffee mornings
and support early in the new year keep a look out for more info in
January.

Our swap shop continues to be open to
donations and anyone looking to pick up
some pre-loved uniform. We have a few
winter coats and quite a few decent pairs
of shoes at the moment so do pop in and
have a look!

Check out
'The Search for Santa'
at the Blue Elephant Theatre

Join a quest to prove Santa exists!
It’s Christmas Eve in the North Pole and a pair of
unlikely companions are on a scientific mission. They
will prove to all the doubting grown-ups that Santa
exists and then he can enjoy a celebrity lifestyle! After
all, who doesn’t want fame and fortune?
All performances are relaxed and the venue is
wheelchair accessible and disability welcoming.
Check out their website for more details.
http://blueelephanttheatre.co.uk/whatson

REMINDERS
TERM STARTS WEDNESDAY 5TH JANUARY 22
You must not send your child to school if they present with any Covid
symptoms, they must have a PCR test and remain off school until you
receive the result or self - isolate for 10 days.
Stay safe and Cherry on!
Please ensure you call into the school office by 8.30am if your child is not
coming in on that day.
Please ensure you keep the office updated with any changes of contact
details / emergency contacts.
We are unable to heat up food, please ensure you send in food that can
either be served cold/room temperature or send the food in a heated
flask.
I would like to thank you all for your support throughout a Covid
challenging term, by working together we have minimised risks to our
school community. Covid continues to impact on us all and we follow all
government guidance and bespoke advice from Public Health Southwark.

UPDATES
Staff update: Lesley Flower-Harris will be returning from maternity leave
in January as the Deputy Headteacher. Ashleigh Cannon will continue in
her Assistant Headteacher role and Simon Wright will also remain as an
Assistant Headteacher. As always the Senior Leadership are available for
you to speak to anytime, regarding any matters.

Children In Need
we have raised £140.59

I WISH YOU ALL A LOVELY, HEALTHY
AND HAPPY BREAK AND LOOK
FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL IN 2022.
HAPPY HOLIDAYS.

CHERRY GARDEN
SCHOOL
FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER

HELLO
I can’t believe it is February half term already, it seems to have been a
bit of a whirl wind!
I would just like to start by saying a big thank you to all parents/carers
for your continued support and ongoing feedback.
I hugely value parent/carer collaboration and it is fantastic to hear
when things are going well, but equally as important to hear when you
feel there are things that need to be addressed and areas for
improvement. I am very hopeful that in the Summer term we will be
able to have our planned Teddy Bears Picnic with many of you coming
in to see what great work your children have been doing, and I will have
the opportunity to meet those of you face to face that I have only
spoken to on the phone.

Cherry Garden has had a busy start to the year despite Covid-19 being
an ongoing challenge for all. However, you will see from our social
media, nothing is going to stop the amazing work of our pupils.
We have had some exceptional achievements this half term including,
significant progress in: MOVE, communication and personal and social
development. As a school we are also having a big push on pupils using
their communication systems in less familiar settings. For some pupils
this is communicating with a less familiar adults or in a less familiar
room, and for others they are using their communication systems out in
the community with greater confidence. We have also celebrated Lunar
New Year with some very creative play set ups.

As I learn more about our Cherry families, I am positively blown
away by what a fantastic culturally diverse community we really
have. I have learnt so much about our families in a short space of
time and what a truly inspirational community you are. This month
the pupils have been focusing on creating a bespoke entrance hall
display which celebrates the uniqueness of each and every pupil.
Please look out for it when you come in! We have been doing some
work with Liz Pemberton, The Black Nursery Manager. Liz is an
award-winning early years anti-racist trainer and consultant and
she is working with us on identifying our strengths and areas for
improvement around the 4 E’s of the anti-racist framework:
Embrace – all children’s racial, culture and religious backgrounds.
Embed – a culture of belonging and value amongst staff, pupils and
families.
Ensure – that practice is culturally sensitive.
Extend – learning opportunities of the child by showing interest
and using diverse resources.
Not only am I passionate about being the Headteacher at Cherry
Garden School, my family are all from the Southwark area and I
have very fond memories of growing up in the community.
I am committed to improving links with our local community so if
you have links with a local business or any ideas on how we can
further develop partnerships, please email me at:
headteacher@cherrygardenschool.co.uk.
As always if you have any questions, comments, concerns or just
want a cuppa, then please do not hesitate to contact me.
Enjoy the half term and I look forward to seeing all the pupils back
on Monday 21st February. Please do also ensure you read the letter
I sent on 8th February regarding Covid-19 testing following advice
from Public Health Southwark.
Stay safe and best wishes.
Kelly

Headteacher

Family Support
There are lots of great opportunities to get active
and enjoy disability friendly sport in Southwark. All
local pools offer FREE disability swim sessions check out the times below and contact your local
pool for more information. Check out the Local Offer
website:
https://localoffer.southwark.gov.uk/leisure/physicalactivity/ for more information on other clubs and
activities in the borough.

The Imagine Children's
Festival is on at the
Southbank Centre this
half term, with lots of
family friendly,
accessible and free
events to check out,
running all week.

The NSPCC has just produced a useful guide to online safety,
which has been written specifically for children with Special
Educational Needs. It was developed in partnership with
Ambitious About Autism and includes lots of helpful
information for parents who want to learn more about
safeguarding their children when using the internet.
For more info check out: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keepingchildren-safe/online-safety/#SEND

After half term you will be receiving a new format for the
goals we set at school for your child. These have had a bit
of a makeover and name change and are now called JAM
goals - goals that are Just About Me! They will be focused
on the core areas of our child-centred curriculum and
planned
carefully
by
the
teachers
to
be
relevant,
functional and motivating for the children, whilst also
linking to the long and medium term aims from each
child's EHCP.
Working
in
collaboration
with families is central to
our
ethos
and
vital
to
ensuring
success
for
our
children, so we really want
and value your contribution
to
these
goals.
You
will
notice
when
you
receive
them that there is a Special
JAM Wish, which is a special
goal
written
specifically
focused
on
your
child's
interests and wellbeing and
what THEY want to learn.
We will have discussed this
as class teams, and where
We will continue to record
appropriate
with
the
children's progress towards
children themselves, but we
their
goals
on
Tapestry,
also really want your ideas
which is where you will find
and feedback on the goals,
lots of videos, photos and
and
what
your
child
is
observations
of
all
the
learning to do both in school
fantastic learning they do
and at home, so please don't
in school. We also love it
hesitate to get in touch with
when you upload your own
us at school if you wish to
photos
and
videos
from
discuss the new JAM goals.
home showing us what the
children get up to with you!
If you need any help or
support
getting
onto
Tapestry, or would like a
refresher in how to use the
app, please contact us at
school and we will be happy
to help.

CHERRY GARDEN
SCHOOL
MARCH 2022 NEWSLETTER

Dear parents/carers, friends and families
It has been another busy term here at Cherry Garden and pupils
have been enjoying an increased range of learning
opportunities in the outside areas as the weather has been so
kind. We have also been making the most of the local
community by visiting parks, shops, and areas of interest. This
has been great to continue to further develop social and
communication skills. It is also raising awareness of our school.
We are so lucky to be in the heart of Peckham.

Music and dance have been a significant theme this half term
and we have so many fanatic musicians and dancers. This was
really show cased during our Danceathon on the 10th March
when we raised nearly £3000 for the Ukraine Appeal. Thank you
to everyone for their support with this. Not only did we raise an
exceptional amount of money, but the school community really
came together to create a Cherry dance conga, where we
danced around the school as one big team. Well done everyone!
As the 2-week holiday period is approaching I am sure you will
all be thinking about activities and events you can attend with
your children. This newsletter contains a wealth of information
that should be useful.

As parents/carers you know so much information about so many
things relating to our pupils and I would like to start a
‘parent/carer sharing section’ in regular newsletters. So, if you
have any information that you feel would like to share (or have
any specific questions you would like answers to) please email
Lianna who will ensure these are added to the newsletter. This
could be information on: places to go, resources, shoes that you
have found useful to work with splints, charities…….basically
anything that could help another parent/carer and you wish you
knew before having to search for answers!
I wish you all a lovely Easter break and I look forward to see all
the pupils back on Tuesday 19th April.
Kelly
Headteacher

Southwark are consulting
on developing a SEND
strategy for the future so that they can plan
services that better support children and
young people with SEND. To do this they
need your input and views - please go to the
Southwark Local offer webpage or click on
this link in order to find out more and
complete an online survey.

Policies

We have recently updated our Privacy Policy and
a copy will be emailed out together with the
electronic version of this newsletter for you to
read.
Please note that all policies are on website,
including our complaints policy. If you would
prefer a hard copy of any policy please just let
the office know and we can print a copy for you.
https://www.cherrygardenschool.co.uk/document
s-and-policies/

Covid-19 Update
You may have heard in the news that free Covid testing is set to
end on the 1st April, so we just wanted to clarify what the school
position is from 19th April onwards when we return for Summer.
If a child has a Covid symptom, cough, temperature, loss of
sense of taste/smell, Government guidance is that they should
stay at home until their symptoms are not present anymore.
We would ask you to follow this guidance until we provide an
update once we have had the chance to meet with Southwark
Public Health. The same guidelines are in place for staff once
free testing ends tomorrow.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
get in touch with us in school and we can support as much as
possible. We are no doubt coming out of the other side of this
pandemic, but we need to remain vigilant to ensure the safety of
everyone in the school community.
Thank you all for your understanding over the last two years,
hopefully this is one of the last Covid updates we need to give!

Family Support
Everyone is facing tough times financially at the
moment and lots of us are facing bigger household and
utility bills than ever before.
On this page are a few different links to places that
can help with low-cost deals and savings on common
household bills.
For discounts and savings on broadband, particularly for
those on universal credit:
https://www.uswitch.com/broadband/guides/broadbanddeals-for-low-income-families/
For help with heating and electricity bills there are a
few local schemes that can help.
Go to
https://cact.org.uk/swtw to apply for help, or contact
Southwark at https://www.southwark.gov.uk/benefitsand-support/hardship-fund for access to their hardship
fund.
Peckham Pantry is a local food co-op, open to all, where
you can get over £15 worth of fresh, delicious food, for
just £4.50.
With all of the above, and lots more, we can help you at
school. We are more than happy to assist with form
filling, referrals and applications, and you can use our
computers and photocopier if you need to. Please
contact Lianna (lfilbey@cherrygardenschool.co.uk) or
phone school if you want to chat about how we can
help.

Play schemes

There may still be time to sign up to one of the SEN play schemes on
offer in the Borough for the Easter Holidays. The list is being updated
regularly, so it's worth going to
https://localoffer.southwark.gov.uk/leisure/summer-holidays-2021 to see
if there is anything suitable for your child. If you need help accessing
this please let us know and we will be happy to help!

Click on the icons or
google search the
organisations above for
more information
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Cats and Dogs Exhibition at the
Horniman Museum.

There is a special early viewing for
families who are unable to visit
when the Horniman is busy,
including children with autism
spectrum conditions or
neurodiverse families.
Enjoy the current exhibition Cats
and Dogs during this accessible,
relaxed event.
DATES
Thursday 14 April
TIMES
9am – 10am
TICKETS
Free, booking needed
Go to the Horniman Website for
more info.
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You can access free
swimming and gym
sessions in any
Southwark leisure
centre - go online
to find out how to
apply for free.

y Pa

Check your emails
for info about
Easter Activity
Packs which can be
sent home for some
crafty fun in the
holidays! Just
contact school to let
us know you want
one!

